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Following publication of the original article [1], a number 
of inaccuracies came to the attention of the authors. The 
original description of the Hepatozoon genus had been 
attributed to Balfour, 1905, whereas the correct ascrip-
tion is to Miller, 1908, who established the Hepatozoon 
genus [2]. Balfour described the type species, Hepatozoon 
muris (syn. Leucocytozoon muris Balfour, 1905; Hepato-
zoon perniciosum Miller, 1908), which latter passed to 
Hepatozoon genus after the reorganization of hemogre-
garines by Wenyon in 1926 [3].

In addition, throughout the text as well as in Fig.  5, 
Fig. 6, and Supplementary Tables S1 and S4, the Pampa’s 
fox (Lycalopex gymoncercus) was mentioned to have dis-
tribution in Chile and southern Argentina, but this is not 
correct: the species corresponds to the South American 
grey fox (Lycalopex grisea) [4]. Moreover, the sequence 
MZ230033 in Fig. 5 should be associated with Uruguay, 
not Chile, as it previously was.

These amendments to the published article alter the 
values of Hepatozoon infection in American canids 
throughout the review and also imply that preys such 
as snakes can vehicle Hepatozoon spp. to infect South 
American grey foxes [5–7]. Following these amendments, 
the total number of species of mammals that have tested 
positive for Hepatozoon infection has been updated to 
107, and the infection statistics among these species, 
including those at risk of extinction and their conserva-
tion statuses, has been updated. The original article has 
been updated to amend these errors.
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