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After publication [1], it was pointed out that the animal 
serum samples used in this study were also analyzed in a 
previous study under ethical approval number 2009–155 
and this study was previously published online.1 Accord-
ing to Turkish legislation, the use of the same samples 

in different studies does not require another ethical 
approval. Since the authors did not specify this clearly, it 
appeared that the study had been done again. As a result, 
it was decided that providing this information would be 
useful for the readers.
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